
The IPAC Link Letter 
A monthly review of highlights and linked updates from the ever-changing world of 
Infection Prevention and Control to help you stay current and informed. 
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Highlights from the World of Infection Control 
 Have you really cleaned your stethoscope?  Study looks at cleaning practices 

and organisms still present on HCW stethoscopes. 

 5 Second Rule:  APIC podcast covers healthcare construction and water. 

 Research underway to develop Staphylococcus aureus vaccine. 

 Scientists summarize current understanding of acute flaccid myelitis (AFM) 

etiology and biennial transmission pattern  listen to an interview with an 
article author.  Also, learn about Canada’s AFM surveillance program. 

 Results from the first year of the Canadian Lyme Sentinel Network.  Tick 
surveillance, eTick, and Saskatchewan specific information. 

 COVID-19 outbreak among physicians at a Canadian curling bonspiel. 

 The problem of microbial dark matter in neonatal sepsis. 

 Multidrug-resistant Candida auris infections in critically ill COVID-19 patients, 
India. 

 Study looks at roadblocks and other factors that impact sustainability of 
antibiotic stewardship programs in nursing homes. 

 Role of hospital floors, patient socks, and beddings in spread of healthcare 
pathogens. 

 Highlights from ID Week 2020. 

 Bathrooms, staff areas, hallways?  Assessment of SARS-CoV-2 air contamination 
in hospital settings recently published in JAMA. 

 S. aureus ICU pneumonia risk higher when patients are colonized at admission. 

 Universal face shield and reduction of SARS-CoV-2 infections in a quaternary 
care centre. 

 Crowded LTC homes:  Investigation shows deadlier COVID-19 outbreaks in 
nursing homes with shared bathrooms and bedrooms. 

 Microbiology Case Study:  Blood stream infection in a 77 year old patient – is it 
Really from Mosquitoes? 

 COVID-19 most contagious in first 5 days of illness. 

 Issues and confusion around naming COVID VoCs (Variants of Concerns). 

 Public Health Ontario releases COVID-19 IPAC Fundamentals training module. 

 Public Health Ontario summarizes key features of influenza, SARS-CoV-2, and 
other common respiratory viruses.  *Open in Google Chrome* 

 Canada:  National cross-sectional survey of public perceptions of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

 Navigating the COVID-19 “Infodemic” – Staying ahead of misinformation. 

 WHO reports lower than expected numbers for influenza globally. 

News 
Green Shirt Day and World 
Health Day:  April 7, 2021 
 

National Medical Laboratory 
Week:  April 11 – 17, 2021 
 

National Organ and Tissue 
Awareness Week:  April 18 – 
24, 2021 
 

World Immunization 
Awareness Week:  April 24 – 
30, 2021 
 

IPAC Canada’s 2021 National 
Educational Conference – 
What’s on the Horizon?:  May 
3 – 5, 2021 

Upcoming Webber 
Teleclasses 
With our provincial subscription, if 
you miss the live Teleclass you can 
always go back and watch it at a 
later date.  
https://webbertraining.com/schedu
lep1.php 

April 8, 2021:  Healthcare Water 
& Sanitary Services – The Price 
of Poor Design, Construction, 
Usage and Maintenance 
April 15, 2021:  The Global Virus 
Network in the COVID-19 Era 
April 27, 2021:  Hygiene 
Behaviour in Our Homes and 
Everyday Lives to Meet 21st 
Century Needs 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0196655320302662
https://5secondruleshow.org/episode/18-infection-prevention-control-renovations-construction-healthcare/
https://5secondruleshow.org/episode/14-all-about-water/
https://carb-x.org/carb-x-news/carb-x-is-funding-affinivax-to-develop-a-novel-vaccine-to-prevent-staphylococcus-aureus-bacterial-infections/
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/10/20-1630_article
https://tools.cdc.gov/medialibrary/index.aspx#/media/id/412051
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/reports-publications/canada-communicable-disease-report-ccdr/monthly-issue/2020-46/issue-10-oct-1-2020/ccdrv46i10a07-eng.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/reports-publications/canada-communicable-disease-report-ccdr/monthly-issue/2020-46/issue-10-oct-1-2020/ccdrv46i10a08-eng.pdf
https://news.usask.ca/articles/colleges/2020/wcvm-today-sask.-health-and-usask-researchers-launch-online-tick-surveillance-program.php
https://www.etick.ca/en
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/health/diseases-and-conditions/lyme-disease
http://cmajopen.ca/content/9/1/E87.full.pdf+html
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/11/20-0004_article?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_336-DM40657&ACSTrackingLabel=Bacteria%20Articles%20in%20the%20November%202020%20Emerging%20Infectious%20Diseases%20Journal&deliveryName=USCDC_336-DM40657
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/11/20-3504_article?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_352-DM40660&ACSTrackingLabel=Viruses%20Articles%20in%20the%20November%202020%20Emerging%20Infectious%20Diseases%20Journal&deliveryName=USCDC_352-DM40660
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/0DEBCCA57A5A7CC158D0C4BDBFEA0A50/S0899823X20012179a.pdf/there_is_no_one_to_pick_up_the_pieces_sustainability_of_antibiotic_stewardship_programs_in_nursing_homes.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/infection-control-and-hospital-epidemiology/article/timing-and-route-of-contamination-of-patient-rooms-with-healthcareassociated-pathogens/EB175F2A79659F07D0FD2AA56D0D6C79
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/infection-control-and-hospital-epidemiology/article/timing-and-route-of-contamination-of-patient-rooms-with-healthcareassociated-pathogens/EB175F2A79659F07D0FD2AA56D0D6C79
https://www.pageturnpro.com/CustomNEWS/97492-IDWeek-Daily-News_Highlights/sdefault.html#page/4
https://www.infectiousdiseaseadvisor.com/home/topics/covid19/high-coronavirus-viral-load-in-hospital-hallway-bathroom-staff-area/
https://www.infectiousdiseaseadvisor.com/home/topics/covid19/high-coronavirus-viral-load-in-hospital-hallway-bathroom-staff-area/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2774463
https://www.infectiousdiseaseadvisor.com/home/topics/respiratory/pneumonia/s-aureus-icu-pneumonia-risk-higher-when-patients-are-colonized-at-admission/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ida-update-hay-20201021&cpn=&hmSubId=iIDxwcEdtq01&hmEmail=yngN9UFhT1oLeRhxZ03GxBFXmOEHWwwzU0D6gLZzHVomJry7Xf9SC7ID6fSEcVqz0&NID=&email_hash=f500eee13c28b99cd5e83a508a88aba6&mpweb=1323-108704-6668064
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1201971221001466
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2772335
https://labmedicineblog.com/2021/03/05/microbiology-case-study-blood-stream-infection-in-a-77-year-old-patient-is-it-really-from-mosquitoes/
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanmic/article/PIIS2666-5247(20)30172-5/fulltext
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-00097-w
https://www.wired.com/story/all-these-mutant-virus-strains-need-new-code-names/
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/apps/ect/en-ipac-core/main/index.html#/
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/ipac/2020/09/key-features-influenza-covid-19-respiratory-viruses.pdf?la=en&_cldee=cmhpYW5uYS5tYXRzY2hrZS1uZXVmZWxkQHNhc2toZWFsdGhhdXRob3JpdHkuY2E%3d&recipientid=contact-d9c244e84ae8e8118c340050569e0009-64867ce4817642d98f965bd903b74e27&esid=78b0d6f8-5318-eb11-92e8-0050569e118f
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0241259&utm_source=Canadian+Public+Health+Assocation&utm_campaign=cedbc06deb-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_10_30_02_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1f88f45ba0-cedbc06deb-182845535
https://www.who.int/news-room/spotlight/let-s-flatten-the-infodemic-curve
https://www.idsociety.org/Podcasts/podcasts/navigating-the-covid-19-infodemic/
https://www.who.int/influenza/surveillance_monitoring/updates/2021_03_01_surveillance_update_388.pdf?ua=1
https://greenshirtday.ca/
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-health-day/2021
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-health-day/2021
https://medlabprofessionals.ca/
https://medlabprofessionals.ca/
https://www.blood.ca/en/organs-tissues/notdaw
https://www.blood.ca/en/organs-tissues/notdaw
https://www.immunize.ca/niaw
https://www.immunize.ca/niaw
https://pheedloop.com/ipac2021/site/home/
https://pheedloop.com/ipac2021/site/home/
https://pheedloop.com/ipac2021/site/home/
https://webbertraining.com/schedulep1.php
https://webbertraining.com/schedulep1.php
https://webbertraining.com/schedulep1.php?command=viewClass&ID=1524
https://webbertraining.com/schedulep1.php?command=viewClass&ID=1524
https://webbertraining.com/schedulep1.php?command=viewClass&ID=1524
https://webbertraining.com/schedulep1.php?command=viewClass&ID=1524
https://webbertraining.com/schedulep1.php?command=viewClass&ID=1544
https://webbertraining.com/schedulep1.php?command=viewClass&ID=1544
https://webbertraining.com/schedulep1.php?command=viewClass&ID=1543
https://webbertraining.com/schedulep1.php?command=viewClass&ID=1543
https://webbertraining.com/schedulep1.php?command=viewClass&ID=1543
https://webbertraining.com/schedulep1.php?command=viewClass&ID=1543
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If you have any interesting articles you would like to see in the IPAC Link Letter, please feel free to send them to 
Kevin.Duran@saskhealthauthority.ca or Rhianna.Matschke-Neufeld@saskhealthauthority.ca  

 
 

 

Webinars/Learning Opportunities 
 CAMDR Conference:  Drilling Down to Basics & Rising 

to the Challenge Virtual Exhibit Hall  

 Webinar:  PHAC:  COVID-19 Vaccines Emerging 
Issues:  Delayed Injection Site Reactions 

 Free Long-term care ICP training course developed 
by the CDC. 

 Webinar:  Women’s issues in pandemic times:  How 
COVID-19 has exacerbated gender inequities for 
women in Canada and around the World.   

 Webinar:  IPAC Canada Reprocessing Interest Group:  
Critical Appraisal – Login to IPAC Canada member site 
is required 

 
  

Vaccine Quiz 
 

Which of the following is NOT a vaccine-preventable disease? 

☐  Cervical cancer 

☐  Polio 

☐  Hepatitis B 

☐  Asthma 

☐  Measles 
 

For the answer and more questions, visit WHO:  How much do you know about immunization? 
 
The first vaccine developed was against smallpox. 

☐  True 

☐  False 
 

For the answer and more questions, visit University of Rochester Medical Center:  Vaccination Quiz 
 
Heather Whitestone, who was crowned Miss America in 1994, was deaf because of… 

☐  a smallpox vaccine reaction 

☐  a Hib infection 

☐  a DPT vaccine reaction 

☐  a MMR vaccine reaction 
 

For the answer and more questions, visit Vaxopedia:  Immunization Quiz 
 
In the early 2000s, what two illnesses caused the most deaths of children worldwide? 

☐  Meningococcal disease and smallpox 

☐  Varicella (Chickenpox) and measles 

☐  Pneumonia and severe diarrhea 

☐  Influenza and diphtheria 
 

For the answer and more questions, visit Vaccine Trivia:  Just the vax 
 
 
For more vaccine related articles, please visit our website here:  https://saskpic.ipac-canada.org/picns-link-letter.php  

mailto:Kevin.Duran@saskhealthauthority.ca
mailto:Rhianna.Matschke-Neufeld@saskhealthauthority.ca
https://camdr.ca/virtual-exhibitor-showcase/
https://nccid.ca/webcast/phac-covid-19-vaccines-delayed-injection-site-reactions/#subMenuSection3
https://nccid.ca/webcast/phac-covid-19-vaccines-delayed-injection-site-reactions/#subMenuSection3
https://www.train.org/cdctrain/training_plan/3814
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=APark1cH328
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=APark1cH328
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=APark1cH328
https://ipac-canada.org/reprocessing-interest-group.php
https://ipac-canada.org/reprocessing-interest-group.php
https://www.who.int/campaigns/immunization-week/2016/quiz/en/
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/encyclopedia/content.aspx?contenttypeid=40&contentid=ImmunQuiz
https://vaxopedia.org/2020/01/22/immunization-quiz/
https://media.chop.edu/data/files/vaccine-trivia-game/index.html
https://saskpic.ipac-canada.org/picns-link-letter.php

